Abstract
Introduction

1.
In African societies, the primary aim of marriage is for procreation. Globally, marriage is seen as a social contract between a man and a woman who have agreed to live together permanently as husband and wife. Thompson and Hickey (2008:359) see marriage as "a legally recognized economic and sexual relationship between two or more persons that include mutual right and obligations and is assumed to be permanent".
Worthy of note is that the Igbo only recognize a marriage between a man and a woman; other forms like gay marriage man with animals are seen as taboo. Traditional marriage involves relations, friends and well wishers who are all invited to the bride's place. It is the climax of the union between the couple. It symbolizes that the man and woman are now husband and wife under the native law and custom of the people.
Marriage is the bedrock of every Igbo community. It is a way of showing that a man is responsible and has come of age to shoulder responsibilities. According to Mbiti (1975:108) "marriage is an essential obligation that legitimizes an adult into the community". In the same vein, Charles (2010:246) says: "in Africa, marriage occupies a unique place in human life cycle. It is the pivot of human continuity an attested acid for maturity…" Marriage can be seen as the salt of the society, the basis for procreation, a tool for social affinity, togetherness peace and love. Marriage is celebrated in African society especially in Igbo land with gift items some of which signify welcome, happiness, sweetness and bitterness.
Charles Sanders Pierce, an Anglo-American and Ferdinand Saussure, a Swiss-French. Other semioticians include Noam Chomsky, Umberto Eco, R. Barthes and Jean Baudrillard. Semiotics is the theory of creating and interpreting meaning. In a nutshell, semiotics is the study of signs. Saussure idea of semiotics is divided into two and these are the signifier which is the meaning and the signified which is the understandable part of the sign. On the other hand Pierce's semiotics is divided into three namely sign, object, interpretant. Signs could be verbal or non-verbal and they could mean anything imaginable; an object is the topic of the sign whereas an interpretant is the meaning attached to the sign or the mental representation of the sign.The sign represents the object or the referent in the mind of an interpreter. Utwente (2014: 20) states that "social semiotics examines semiotic practices specific to culture and community for the making of various kinds of texts and meaning in various situational context and context of culturally meaningful activity". Thus social semiotics will be used in interpretation of the marriage gift items. In translating the gift items, Nida & Taber's Dynamic Equivalence will be employed. Dynamic Equivalence according to Nida & Taber (1969:70) "is the quality of a translation in which the message of the original text has been transported into the receptor language that the response of the receptor is essentially like that of the original receptors." In essence, Dynamic Equivalence lays emphasis on the meaning of words of a text as opposed to Formal Equivalence which emphasizes on the fidelity to lexical details and grammatical structure of the language. Nida and Taber's Dynamic Equivalence is of similar temperament with the theory of meaning propounded by Danica and Lederer. Translation of cultural items falls under Literary translation. Nida(1964:24) In a nutshell literary language is connotative with different shades of semantics and interpretations which makes translation of literary texts more cumbersome than translation of scientific or pragmatics texts.
The Igbo 4.
The Igbo speaking communities are found in the South East of Nigeria. The communities comprise five states out of the thirty six states that make up Nigeria. The Igbo are found in Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, Imo and also a large part of Delta state. Igbo language is one of the eight major languages spoken in Benue Congo or the kwa group. It is one of the three major languages in Nigeria. According to Onwuejeogwu 
Types of Nigerian marriages
Three types of marriages are practiced in Nigeria namely: traditional, religious marriage (church/mosque) and the civil marriage. Among all the three marriages, the traditional marriage precedes and supersedes all others because the parents of the bride have to give out their daughter to a groom before they would become husband and wife after which they can proceed to perform either court marriage or religious marriage depending on their fate.
Igbo traditional Marriage
Marriage in Igbo land is done in stages. The first stage is called iju ase which means the inquiry. Inquiries are made by both families to find out whether there is perennial disease like epilepsy or madness in the linage of the man or woman. Inquiry is also made to ascertain whether the families have good background. Marriage fact -finding regarding the would-be spouse as well as the family history if accepted, the concerned families will now proceed to another stage which is called iku aka n' uzo, first visit also called first introduction. ( formal acquaintance) The bridegroom, accompanied by his father and one or two relations will then go to the house of the intended bride's parents to inform them that they are asking for their daughter's hand in marriage. This is done in Amawbia with four kola nuts and a bottle of hot drink. This is to ascertain whether the girl in question is single. If yes is she going to accept the groom as her suitor? Then the bride's family will ask them to go and come back again. The bride's people will ask questions about the intended family such as what the groom does for a living .It is after these questions must have been satisfactorily answered that the bride's father may now tell the family of the suitor that their door is now open to them This will lead to the second stage of introduction.
The second stage of introduction
A day is set for the second introduction. The groom's family will go with four kola nuts (depending on the town) with a bottle of hot drink. The groom is accompanied by his farther. The bride's family gathers members of their extended family. After the breaking of kola nut, the groom's family is invited to announce what brought them. After that, a date is set for the payment of bride price and dowry. On the day of the payment of the bride price otherwise called ime ego nwaanyi, it is only the bride's inner family that is needed, same goes to the groom. The bride's family will gather dry sticks and break them to represent particular money denomination. The Igbo believe that they do not sell their daughters. When the two families must have unanimously agreed and the bride price paid, ,they come out rejoicing, The kola nut is now broken to be eaten and drinks are shared The Igbo then says that they saw a female cow which they want to collect or that they saw a maiden, whom they cherish. So they came to confirm if it is possible to ask for her hand in marriage. Then, it will be the turn of the bride's family to tell them, that they have so many maidens in their family; which one? The name of the girl is then mentioned.
The father will be asked by his kinsmen to summon his daughter. When she comes, the oldest among the kinsmen, who has been moderating the affair, will tell her that some people have come to ask for her hand in marriage. She will be given a glass filled with palm wine. The old man will tell her to take a sip and give to the man (husband to be). It is after she must have had a sip of the wine and given to her husband that other things will follow. This shows that she has accepted the man, if she does not sip and give it to the man, it means that she has rejected the suitor. In this case nobody will drink the wine and the ceremony will be closed. After the drinking of the palm wine, the bride will go back to her mother's room. This is where she will be until the entire ceremony is over. It is only after that, that the discussion about the payment of the bride will commence. Where the bride price is being paid, the father of the bride cannot say anything about the amount. He definitely is present in the gathering, but not heard. In ancient time, there was no stipulated amount. It is only negotiated between the two families. Recently like in Amawbia traditional set-up where this author comes from, bride price for is N1000. The bride's mother has no say with regards to the amount the groom's family will give to her for the up keep of her daughter In most cases, it is what the suitor wants that he will give to the mother of the bride . N200 will be returned to them. (To the groom's family). This is to show that the Igbo do not sell their daughters. The money paid as the bride's price or dowry will not be given to the bride's father but rather, to the oldest man among them. The jars of palm wine are left behind purposely for another ceremony, which is called isenete ihe nwaanyi
First contact of the bride with the groom's family :{Isenete ihe nwaanyi} The return of the palm wine jars to the groom's kinsmen. Generally, this ceremony is not an elaborate one, but it is intended to introduce the new wife to the husband's family or to the village. During this ceremony, the bride and her escort are lavishly entertained, after which she returns to her father's house after staying in the groom's family for four days. Before she leaves, she will be taken around her husband's village to share cream and soap to her fellow wives or mates. This is done so that here fellow wives will know her and so that they can get to know one another. After that she goes home, back to her father 's house .This will enable the bride to know whether she can continue with the marriage or not .If she comes back and says she is no longer interested in the marriage her father will have to return the dowry to the groom's family.
The final ceremony Igba nkwu nwanyi, okuko onye uwa or igbu ewu nna
This ceremony is quite elaborate, and it is held in the bride's home. During this event, the groom will come along with his kinsmen and women, and go to the bride's father with the following gift items. The guests are entertained lavishly with pounded yam and well prepared soup. Assorted dishes and drinks are prepared for one to choose from or eat all if one can. The same applies to drinks. The real marriage which must be witnessed by selected members of the two families is now conducted before the public, in the bride's compound where, after the blessing of kola nut and pouring of drinks, fowls are slathered, the slaughtered; this will be used to prepare delicious soup or yam porridge to be eaten by the two families. This ceremony is known as the main marriage contract witnessed by the extended family. It is worthy of note that in Awka town without this particular ceremony, any child that comes from the union belongs to the girl's family and will never bear the surname of that man. After they have been entertained lavishly, the eldest man from the bride's family will take the bride's hand and hand her over to the eldest man from the groom's family who in turn will hand the bride's hand to her father in law .The couple will then kneel before the bride's father for final blessings after which they will leave their in laws house with their wife to her husband's house.
Data Presentation: the table below shows the items required by the three towns from three different Local Governments in Anambra State for traditional marriage. The items in the three towns are virtually the same .What differs is the number demanded of those items to be brought. In Igbo land, children are collective responsibilities. Children are not owned by one person or being trained by only their biological parents. Everybody from the kindred will ensure the success of one's child, thus justifying the Igbo saying that "Nwa bu Nwa ora" / A child belongs to everybody" . The different soaps in the list are shared by women.
Group A: Items for Kindred Men
Data analysis
In this section, some of the gift items in Igbo land are selected, their equivalents in French are given but where the items do not exist in French culture translation of those items are made, Also their significances are discussed. The items, given to each group, suit their age. For example cigarette is not in included in the list for men because they are old instead it is meant for the kindred boys. Powder is given to neither kindred daughters nor kindred women because they are already married but to kindred girls who are still praying for their husbands respectively. Beautification. In the olden days, they use ufie or nzu ka olin
Conclusion
5.
The discussion has shown that meaning attached to objects is done by a group of people and when that is established it becomes part of their culture.
So it is in the interpretation of gift items presented as condition for marriage in certain communities in Igbo land. For example kola is found everywhere in Africa. Some people see it as an ordinary fruit seed with less importance but for the Igbo, it is the highest gift to offer one's visitors. That is why there is a saying that the Hausa plant Kola but the Igbo celebrate Kola. In every event in Igbo land from child birth to death, there must be Kola. It is very significant in any ceremony which one performs in Igbo land without which the ceremony will not go on. A French man will give you wine or cheese in place of Kola. The tablets of Bar soap and Lux soaps are the highest quality of soaps found in the olden days. Every Kindred woman will joyfully collect hers as a token of the urine and feaces of the bride they partook in cleansing when she was a toddler. Such is not found in the French culture. Schnapps, a hot drink is used in pouring libation and in communicating with the ancestors. The Igbo believe strongly in ancestors and must pour some hot drink on the ground not on a cemented floor so that the ancestors will take their own share and bless the marriage. The different gift items represent the Igbo cultural Values.
